EDWARD II AND SCOTLAND                     187
orders to the hidden " small-folk " to advance. When the
English saw this new " army " coming over the ridge of
the Gillies' Hill they were filled with consternation. King
Edward fled from the field, leaving his army to the unhappy
fate of a broken force in a hostile country.
Bannockburn decided the question once for all.  England
could not conquer Scotland.   But Edward II was too ob- Scottish
stinate to yield.    Henceforth the Scots held steadily the
upper hand.  Berwick was taken, and one raid after another
devastated the English border.    One expedition, led by
Randolph, harried and burnt its way southward into York-
shire ; encountered there, at Mytton-on-Swale, by the Shire
levy headed by a mass of clergy, the Scots made such a
slaughter among the white surplices that the fight was
known as the " Chapter of Mytton ".   In 1322 there was a chapter
series of invasions and counter-invasions, and King Robert <i3$)ton
penetrated to Yorkshire, where he won a small victory at
Byland Abbey. At last, in 1323, a truce was made for thir- End of the
teen years;  but Edward II persistently refused to recog- strug*le
nize the independence of Scotland.
The truce had lasted for only four years when Bruce broke
it. Douglas and Randolph seized the moment of Edward
IFs deposition to march once more across the Border.
Edward III, with a large army, marched to meet the Scots.
When he at last managed to come up with them they were
so strongly posted that he dared not risk an attack across
the River Wear. But what he did not venture the Scots Edward
did; James Douglas led a night raid into the English camp the scots
and actually got to the royal tent before he was driven back.
Then the Scots retreated by night, leaving their camp fires
burning so that the English did not perceive their going.
This was the last effort. In 1328 peace was made between
the two nations at Northampton. Bruce was recognized as
lawful King of Scotland, and England gave up all her claims.
Scotland had triumphed.
Robert Bruce's reign ended in 1829. For Scotland it was